
C4D results 
In 2019, UNICEF reached over 43,000 people in 
churches and mosques, through collaboration with 
religious leaders, with key messages on cholera, Ebola, 

measles and polio.

With the signing of a MoU with the South Sudan 
Council of Churches, the engagement with religious 

leaders evolved into a more structured and systematic 
partnership providing a platform for increased 

involvement of FBOs and religious institutions in the 

efforts promoting social and behaviour change.

We have conducted 2,183 church and mosque 
meetings throughout South Sudan.

Takeaway lessons 
1. Religious leaders remain the most vocal and trusted opinion leaders, especially in 

rural areas. Their voices, in many instances, are reaching the media and policymakers.
2. Religious leaders are key partners in mobilizing communities and promoting positive 

behavioural and social change.
3. Due to humanitarian need and instability in the country, community leaders, including 

religious leaders, must be engaged on a community-by-community basis, rather than 
through already established civil society networks.

4. Faith actor mapping has allowed UNICEF to understand where religious leaders 
and faith-based organizations operate. Further mapping to understand the capacity 
and resources of these actors will help with the prioritization of where and who to 
support with capacity-strengthening. 

5. There is a need to strengthen platforms for intra- and inter-faith collaboration through 
increasing partnerships with faith-based organizations and increasing representation 
of faith-based organizations on key committees. 
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Partnering with religious leaders and organizations to 
promote the rights of children in South Sudan through 
positive behaviour and social change activities.

C4D Works!

For information on C4D Works! Please contact
Natalie Fol, Communication for  
Development Advisor
UNICEF Regional Office for Eastern and  
Southern Africa
Email: nfol@ unicef. org

For information on Communication for 
Development Work in South Sudan,  
please contact
Gopinath Durairajan, Chief, Communication  
for Development, UNICEF South Sudan
Email: gdurairajan@ unicef. org

UNICEF Eastern and Southern Africa Region



About C4D Works!
C4D Works! shares success stories in Communication for Development (C4D) from 
Eastern and Southern Africa. C4D uses research and consultation to promote human 
rights, mobilize leadership, influence attitudes and social norms and transform 
behaviours for the well-being of communities. For more information on the C4D 
Works! series and to find out how you can share a C4D success story, please see 
the contact information at the end of this document.

The issue
A combination of insecurity, destruction of infrastructure, lack of safe drinking water 
and interruption in delivery of humanitarian services has ignited and accelerated 
disease outbreaks such as measles and led to the threat of cholera in South Sudan. 
Harmful practices such as child marriage and the preference to educate boys over 
girls, among other child rights issues, continue to affect children. They have also 
greatly affected how communities respond to shocks and challenges. Therefore, 
some behaviours and social norms that negatively affect the rights of children 
continue to develop and persist. To advocate for the rights of children and encourage 
positive social and behaviour change, sustained communication and community 
engagement is key. Communication for Development (C4D), in partnership with 
UNICEF programme sections, government ministries, faith-based organizations 
and groups, United Nations agencies and non-governmental and community-based 
orgainziations, advocates for the rights of children in health, nutrition, education, 
child protection and water, hygiene and sanitation through sustained community 
engagement and sharing of information.

Religious leaders and 
institutions are key partners in 
respecting and advocating for 
child rights.

C4D actions
While the majority of South Sudanese are Christians, traditional religions are also widely 
practised, as is Islam. Religious leaders are key figures in every community; they have 
broad influence and command the respect of their followers. With low literacy rates, poor 
media coverage and weak service-providing institutions at community level, religious 
leaders play an important role in spreading lifesaving messages and facilitating the 
adoption of healthy and positive behaviours. Religious leaders are viewed as credible and 
trusted sources of information and they have the unique ability to promote tolerance and 
guide their communities towards peaceful coexistence. Religion works as a bond among 
people in South Sudan, and religious leaders, along with community influencers, can lead 
social change at the grassroots level. Faith actors have played a significant role in the 
series of peace negotiation initiatives and charting the future for the country. Religious 
leaders and their associated networks and organizations are united at the national level, 
are well connected and are also linked with regional actors from countries such as 
Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda, who support the South Sudanese peace process. 

While the majority of South 
Sudanese are Christians, traditional 
religions are also widely practised, 
as is Islam. Religious leaders are key 
figures in every community; they 
have broad influence and  
command the respect of  
their followers.

In partnership with faith-based organizations, the C4D section has carried out the 
following activities:
• In partnership with Search for Common Ground, UNICEF conducted three religious 

leaders’ reflection and communication workshops, bringing together 37 Christian 
and Muslim leaders. The workshops took place in Juba, Bor and Mingkaman, from 
March to September 2015. The workshops aimed to provide religious leaders with a 
platform to discuss the drivers of conflict within their communities and brainstorm 
themes and messages that could be integrated into sermons to reinforce social 
cohesion and strengthen tolerance. Follow-up activities included a ‘Peace Week’ 
where students at a college developed peace-based curricula, peace-focused 
Bible studies, peace conferences with cattle keepers in different cattle camps, 
International Peace Day celebrations, the development of a youth peace programme, 
a three-day ‘Prayers for the Nation’ event in May 2015, and youth prayer days.

• Social mobilization and community sensitization engagement on cholera, polio, Ebola 
and measles during church sermons and during Muslim prayers on Fridays.

• UNICEF has signed a joint memorandum of understanding in collaboration with the 
South Sudan Council of Churches and the World Food Programme, based on shared 
values, to promote child rights and peace in South Sudan. Currently, the Vatican 
is playing a crucial role in the peace process in the country. Our memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) with the South Sudan Council of Churches will play a key role 
in strengthening our community mobilization efforts to promote child rights.

• The C4D section organized the faith and positive change initiative conference 
targeting religious leaders from all over the country.

Faith actors have played a significant role in 
the series of peace negotiation initiatives and 
charting the future for the country.


